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m sure, to non-comics readers, comic books as 
an entertainment medium must seem an 
anachronism in these days of cable television, 
video tapes, video games, und interactive 
computer games—but one has only to look at 
the growth of the comics industry over the past 
couple of years to see that thousands of new 
readers are discovering the excitement, 
adventure, and entertainment to be found in 
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comic books. The industry has not only 
expanded in breadth (i.e., the sheer number of 
comics sold), but it has also grown in depth; 
there are more titles, 
catering to more 
diversified tastes and 
interests than in any 
time since the fifties. 

Whether you're а 
genre fan, looking 
for superhero action, 
science-fiction 
adventure, or a 
chilling horror story, 
or whether you're an 
avid follower of the 
works and visions of 
particular creators, 
there is much to be 
said for the medium. 
No other art or 
entertainment form 
combines the written 
word with visual 
storytelling to such 
an extent—a combination that allows you 
access to characters’ thoughts at the same time 
you view their actions and which, when 
appropriate, can convey the dichotomy between 
the two in a manner at once elegant and 
immediate. Most exciting of all, the medium is 
completely interactive. 

Don’t believe me? Look at the page from X 
reprinted here (or virtually any multi-panel 
sequence in any comic book). Your mind “saw” 
the action taking place, but in reality you're 
looking at two-dimensional static images 
printed on a page. So where did the “action” 
come from? You brought it with you to the 
comic. The unmoving images on the page 
interacted with your imagination—your own 
personal set of expectations and suspension of 
disbelief. The action unfolded as 
quickly or as leisurely as you desired because 


you controlled the pacing. You “heard” the 
voices and their inflections and even the sound 
effects, yet no sound was generated (not to 
mention that the 
sounds you 
“heard” were 
unique to your 
reading of the 
page—your 
friends will 
“hear” their own 
version). You 
didn't have to 
insert a disk or 
tope, you didn’t 
have to push a 
button or move a 
controller, and 
no special 
equipment was 
required. Does 
“interactive” get 
апу better than 
that? 

As 0 matter of 
fact, it does. Try this on for size: you're actually 
interacting with the ideas of a creator or 
creators—people whom you’ ve never met and 
who, in most cases, made their contribution to 
the interaction months or even years before. 
Not only are you in touch with other people’s 
imaginations across time and distance, but you 
never have to worry about the format 
becoming obsolete. Try that with a computer or 
video game. 

All right, get out there and start interacting, 
but be back here next month when we'll hear 
from some of the most popular creators in 
comics as they discuss what makes the medium 
interesting for them. Happy reading! 


Randy Stradley 
Dark Horse creative director 
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